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WATER FOR IRRIGATION 
STREAMS & ECONOMY
HISTORY OF IRRIGATION IN ROGUE VALLEY



Things were different back in the 
day

 Jackson County started with mining 
 By 1880’s agriculture was becoming important
 Orchards and pasture were dominant

 Population was slightly less than now.
 1860 3,736

 1880 8,154

 1920 20,405

 1960 73,962

 2010 203,206

 Jackson County growing faster than Oregon and US average.
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Photographic Proof
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Dry land orchards
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Irrigation comes to Rogue Valley

 Irrigation companies start and fail in 1880’s through 
1920’s.
 Become much of what is now RRVID and MID.

 Reservoirs
 Fourmile and Fishlake created in 1908
 Improved in 1922

 Emigrant created in 1924
 Agate 1966
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And the work was labor intensive
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It turns out building a reservoir is a 
big job!
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But the results were impressive!
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 7 reservoirs
 3 irrigation districts

 Over 35,000 acres of land

 More than 200 miles of canals
 Not including an extensive network of laterals.

 And the use of streams to move water and collect return flows.

 Two trans-basin canals (6 diversions).
 A trans-watershed diversion.
 And a powerplant!
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But they built a complicated system
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And here is how it works!
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Questions?
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