
	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	   
 
 

Oregon Traffic Incident Management Responder Training 
 
The Oregon Energy Plan identified Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) as a strategy to reduce energy 
consumption in the transportation sector.  The Oregon Transportation Research Education Consortium 
(OTREC) has taken the initiative to define and support ITS strategies that can be implemented in Oregon. 
Current research and experience provides compelling evidence for the combined safety and energy-savings 
benefits of coordinated incident management. 
 
This project provides an opportunity for response personnel throughout the state to work together to 
establish a Traffic Incident Management Implementation Committee to launch and implement a nationally 
developed traffic incident response-training program.  The Implementation Committee will work very 
closely with Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) representatives to develop a statewide 
implementation plan, identify trainers throughout the state, train those trainers, and establish a mechanism 
for routing responder training.  The training will provide a unique opportunity for responders to learn 
cutting-edge responder safety techniques in a cross-jurisdictional environment.  This effort will build on 
current success in safely and effectively managing highway incidents by further enhancing public and 
responder safety while also reducing congestion and energy use. 
	  
GOALS: Align with the Governor’s 10-Year Energy Plan.  On December 17, 2012, 

Governor Kitzhaber released a 10-Year Energy Action Plan. The plan identifies the 
goal to “accelerate the market transformation to a more efficient, cleaner 
transportation system.”  The plan identifies the goal to “accelerate the market 
transformation to a more efficient, cleaner transportation system” and intelligent 
transpiration systems are identified as a key strategy. 

 
Saving Lives. Better training leads to faster incident response and clearance.  This 
means fewer secondary crashes result from the original incident and less exposure to 
moving traffic while the incident is resolved. 
 
Saving Money. Efficient response also saves money.  In Atlanta, improved incident 
clearance practices reduced secondary crashes by 69 percent in 12 months, saving 
lives and more than $1 million. 
 
Saving Time. Well-trained responders can cut clearance time in half, decreasing 
delays caused by incident-related congestion.  Train-the-trainer courses help 
responders learn quickly and across disciplines. 

 
COMMITMENT: Participation by a key decision maker on the Implementation Committee 
   Attendance at three (3) in-person Implementation Committee meetings 
    
OUTCOMES: Declaration of Cooperation/Implementation Plan 



   Roles and responsibilities of the members going forward 
  



 
 
 
 
 


