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Key Threats in Great Basin 

Wildfire-Exotic Annual Grass Cycle 

Conifer Encroachment 



    In the Great Basin: 

• 12 mill acres of expansion since 1860 

• 90% was historically sagebrush steppe 
(Miller et al. 2011) 

• 6 million acres of juniper in Oregon  
 

 

Scale of Conifer Encroachment 

So….where do we start? 





    
Phase I (early) 

Phase II (mid) 

Phase III (late) 

Phases of Woodland Succession 
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Photo credits: BLM-Prineville District 



    

Maximizing Biological Return-on-Investment 

~800,000 acres Phase I & II 

juniper within 3 miles of leks in 

Oregon 

Phase I (early) 

Phase II (mid) 

Phase III (late) 





    
2010-2012 

• Farm Bill Programs: EQIP & WHIP 

• $10 million 

• 95,000 acres being treated 

• 47% already completed 

Oregon SGI Implementation 



    



Before (May 2011) 

After (May 2012) Photos by: Andy Gallagher, NRCS 



Photos by: Andy Gallagher, NRCS 
After (March 2012) 

Before (July 2011) 





Oregon 

Nevada 

Idaho 

CA 

South Warner Juniper Removal Study (2010-2014) 

Partners: BLM, NRCS, ODFW,  

Univ. of ID, Univ. of MT, & ranchers 



    Questions? 

Follow the Partnership at: sagegrouseinitiative.com 

sagegrouseinitiative.com

