
Deschutes Collaborative Forest Project 
Deschutes National Forest, October 22, 2014                       
 

  
 
Background: 
 
Congress, under Title IV of the Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009, established the 
Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Program. This program sought to fund collaborative, science-
based ecosystem restoration of priority forest landscapes. In 2010, the Deschutes Collaborative Forest 
Project (DCFP) efforts secured a 10-year, $10.1 million award to restore 145,000 acres of forest in 
Central Oregon. In the summer of 2013 the restoration area was approved for an expansion, bringing the 
total to approximately 257,000 acres and stretching from Black Butte and Bend to Sunriver and Mt. 
Bachelor. 
 
Participants: 
 
The Deschutes Collaborative Forest Project is guided by a 20-member Steering Committee made up of 
diverse interested stakeholders. The Steering Committee does not make decisions about the management 
of forestlands within the 257,000 acre Landscape, but strives to develop consensus recommendations 
that are then forwarded to the Deschutes National Forest (US Forest Service) with the support of the 
Collaborative.  
  
The Deschutes National Forest has made a commitment to integrate collaborative recommendations into 
management activities. The Steering Committee oversees the Deschutes Collaborative Forest Project and 
its restoration strategy and helps to prioritize and endorse restoration activities. The Steering Committee 
is the formal channel for the Collaborative to provide input to the US Forest Service on management 
decisions within the DCF Landscape including, but not limited to, CFLR fund allocation and restoration 
approaches.  
  
Why is Restoration Needed? 
The majority (76%) of the DCFP landscape is ponderosa pine or dry mixed-conifer forest, of which over 50% is 

in Fire Regime Condition Class 2 or 3.  Too much of the landscape is in dense, closed canopy condition and 
mid-successional stands, which increases the potential of loss from large wildfires or insects and disease.  
Watersheds are impacted by channelization, roads, flow diversion, blocked fish passage and past 
vegetation management. 
 
Goals are to:  

 Return the forest to a resilient condition within a Fire Regime Class 1. 
 Protect Wildland Urban Interface areas from uncharacteristic fires. 
 Improve forest health in both Bend and Sisters municipal water source watersheds. 
 Provide forest products to local industries. 
 Protect high use year-round recreation areas and trails. 
 Protect and enhance habitat for the northern spotted owl, re-introduce steelhead, white-headed 

woodpecker and other species of concern. 
 Collaborate with community groups and organizations. 
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